


“Another advantage is that you can get the frame up in a week, instead of a couple of months,
and trades people can begin working inside the houses much sooner allowing the property to be
finished sooner which generates savings.”

Some of the houses will have wind turbines, for extra energy efficiency. All are ecologically-
designed with superb insulation.

The rented houses will be allocated by Oldham Council who have already written to people whose
current homes are affected by demolition proposals to invite applications. There has been great
interest in the housing for sale which has been offered initially to people in the area before being
made available to the wider public.

1. HMR Board news Thursday 15 March 2007
A summary of the presentations and key decisions made at the HMR board meeting follows.
‘Goodbyes’ and ‘welcomes’ to the Board

Three members of the HMR Board have stood down following the meeting, and the Board
thanked them for their contributions. They are Elma Plant, Andy McKay and Caroline Simpson.

Elma Plant, a representative of the Oldham LSP Executive has recently retired. Coming on to the
Board in ElIma’s place is Carol Hopkins, Local Policy Manager for the Greater Manchester
Chamber of Commerce.

Andy McKay, Director at Northern Counties Housing Association has represented the RSL sector
across Oldham and Rochdale. His place on the Board will be filled by Matthew Harrison, Director
of Development and Deputy Chief Executive for Great Places Housing Group. He has an
involvement in Oldham through SELHAL and in Rochdale through Ashiana, both parts of the
Great Places group.

Caroline Simpson was the representative on the Board from the North West Development Agency
(NWDA) but she has now left the Agency. The new representative from NWDA is Dave Harrison,
the agency’s Head of Policy and Partnerships.

Contact alastair.graham@oldham.gov.uk Project Director, Tel 0161 770 31809.
Delivery Plans 2007/08

The Board approved the delivery plans for the next year of Housing Market Renewal.

Included in the plans is continued spending in the four first-wave neighbourhoods as well as plans
for the other intervention areas in Rochdale and Oldham, which in total will invest more than
£37million. Investment from partner organisations is expected to be at least £36 million

It was forecast that the coming year will see 211 new homes built across the Pathfinder, 335
homes refurbished, 200 properties acquired, 10.05 hectares of land acquired and 275 properties
demolished.

Contact ade.alao@oldham.gov.uk Head of Programmes, Tel 0161 770 3777

Lobbying strategy approved

The Board considered the approach that will be taken to influence and persuade decision makers
ahead of the Government’'s Comprehensive Spending Review. An action plan has been created
with the other eight Pathfinders around the country.

Amongst the target audiences of our lobbying will be Government ministers and other MPs,
national and regional agencies, interested academics and professionals, local MPs and
councillors, as well as potential community ‘champions’, and developers.
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Key messages around three themes were agreed to form the basis of the campaign:
Building a better future

e Both boroughs contain neighbourhoods with thousands of similar houses, which offer little
choice in size or style.

e Research shows that residents who can afford to are leaving the Pathfinder areas in search of
a better choice of modern housing. This leads to concentration of poverty, which could lead to
crime and anti social behaviour.

e The pathfinder is delivering real and lasting change. It is giving the developers the confidence
to invest in areas that have been starved of private investment for years.

Enabling community cohesion

e More choice in housing, and the mix of different types and tenures will result in people of
different ages, incomes and ethnic origins choosing to live alongside each other in high quality
new housing.

e High quality support will be provided to individuals and communities affected by change.
Improving the economy

e Housing Market Renewal complements the economic renewal in
both boroughs at sites including Kingsway Business Park,
Hollinwood Business District, University Centre Oldham and
through the delivery of an ambitious skills strategy.

e Itis also about creating better opportunities as massive public and
private investment transforms some of the poorest areas of both
boroughs by 2019.

e This process is already delivering new jobs, especially in
construction.

e Improved housing markets will raise prosperity and create more
desirable places to live. This will attract new businesses to the
area, creating more job opportunities for local people.

An action plan has been agreed over the coming months to ensure that each of the audiences are
reached, and that the Oldham Rochdale pathfinder’s case is put over clearly.

Contact dawn.sexton@oldham.gov.uk Communications Manager, Tel 0161 770 3755.

Housing Market trends

The Board considered a report on housing market trends, within the pathfinder area and beyond.
Ensuring we remain up to date with what is happening in the housing market allows us to
evaluate the impact that the HMR programme is having, and to be informed by the market to
guide the intervention work we carry out.

The report looked at issues including house price trends and affordability, changes in the private
rented and social rented sectors, movement, migration and displacement.

The Pathfinder will also be seeking to influence the development of policy under Making Housing
Count, an AGMA project looking at housing trends in the city region.

The report identified a number of trends occurring in the Pathfinder market. A programme of
research is underway, which will look behind these trends and possibly identify more to improve
our evidence base for the Scheme Update.

Contact anna.charlton@oldham.gov.uk Market Analyst, tel 0161 770 3773
3




2. HMR Core Team/General News
Research shows life in pathfinder areas is improving

Research published by the DCLG has indicated that the various pathfinders across the country
have made a strong start in reviving the housing markets in their respective areas. The report
judges progress against a baseline of 2003.

Vacancies and low value sales have fallen, and demand for social housing has increased. House
prices have almost doubled in pathfinder areas since 2003. There are signs of a fall in rates of
population change, and in some areas, a small recovery. Although we cannot take the credit
entirely for these improvements, the research does show that Housing Market Renewal has
played a crucial role in rebuilding confidence amongst both communities and investors.

Housing and Planning Minister Yvette Cooper said, "This research demonstrates the real
difference the Housing Market Renewal programme is making to improve people's lives in the
nine pathfinder areas by tackling low demand, abandonment and anti-social behaviour.

"Despite this progress, there are still significant long term challenges for the pathfinders to meet in
order to turn round our most deprived housing market areas. That is why we are committed to
continued investment in the programme, and asking the pathfinders to identify ways of
maximising private investment too."

‘Tea Dance Helps to Bring Communities Together’

An afternoon of dancing and entertainment was enjoyed by two very different generations at East
Oldham Methodist Church at the end of February.

Community Links organised the event with support from Groundwork Youthworks.

The Tea Dance brought together residents over the age of 55, from the Housing Market Renewal
neighbourhoods of Derker and Werneth. They were joined by pupils from Counthill and St.
Augustine’s schools who helped to organise the event and helped with catering.

CPO inquiry adjourns again

The public inquiry into plans for compulsory purchase of houses in Derker and Werneth
reconvened for a week at the end of February. It had been expected to conclude by the end of the
week but in the end, it adjourned again until Tuesday 3 April, when it is due to conclude its
business.

The result of the inquiry is expected to be published around July.

New construction partnership means local jobs boost

Scores of new construction jobs are to be created in Oldham and Rochdale, thanks to a landmark
agreement between developers Mclnerney Homes and local employment and training provider
J21.

The two organisations have signed a special charter that will see local people be placed first in
line for jobs generated by HMR regeneration. The agreement is expected to create at least 25
local construction jobs including nine training and apprenticeship opportunities in the next three
years.

Under the agreement, J21, which is funded by HMR, will act as a recruitment partner for two
Mclnerney companies - Mclnerney Homes and Hargreaves Contracting & Developments —
providing a ready supply of well-trained, local workers to support the companies’ construction
projects in the area.
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Sarfraz Arfan, Manager of J21 said: “This agreement means that local people will be at the front
of the queue, when new construction jobs arise.

“Over the next 10 years, more than £2 billion is expected to be invested in construction across
both boroughs. As a major building partner in the area, we are thrilled that Mclnerney Homes has
signed this charter. It underlines the company’s commitment to local jobs and skills creation. It's
excellent news for local people.”

Gerry Sweeney, Managing Director of Mclnerney Homes and Hargreaves Contracting &
Developments said, “Regeneration is about more than just bricks and mortar. It's also an
opportunity to improve people’s skills and employment opportunities.

“We are looking forward to working closely with J21 and the Oldham Rochdale HMR Pathfinder,
to help create modern, desirable homes while helping local people onto the construction ladder.”

J21 is a partnership between Hopwood Hall College, The Oldham College and Oldham and
Rochdale Councils. It was set up in 2005, supported by around £600,000 of HMR funding. The
initiative trains local people in building and construction skills, and helps them to find work locally.

One trainee, Taz Masood, 41, of Deepdale Avenue, Rochdale,
hopes to land a job as a bricklayer when he completes his training
at Oldham College in the summer.

J-21 is funding him through evening classes to achieve both his '
City and Guilds Foundation Construction Award and Intermediate |
Construction Award in brickwork.

He said: “I have really enjoyed the practical training and hope to
secure a job with a house builder. | enjoy being a personal trainer,
but need to be earning a steady salary and construction appeals to
me because it is physical.

“There is a lot of money being spent by developers in Rochdale
and Oldham on new houses, so learning these skills will hopefully
provide me with a career with lots of prospects. The support I've
received through J-21 has been brilliant; it has given me
confidence to change my life.”

Urban design guidance — update

A six week period of statutory consultation on the Oldham Rochdale Urban Design Guidance got
underway on Friday 16 March. The documents that form the guidance are available on both
Council’'s websites, and during this time the guidance will be presented to area and township
committees.

After the statutory consultation period, both Councils will collate comments and publicise a
schedule of responses. The amended guidance will then need to be approved by both authorities
prior to becoming a statutory Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) in September this year.

For more details contact Paul Simpson, Rochdale Council on 01706 924369, Elizabeth Dryden-
Stewart, Oldham Council on 0161 770 4151 or Dean Aggett, HMR Core Team on 0161 770 3170.

Oldham hosts ‘Great People, Great Places’ event

A conference for Residents of Oldham borough took place on Saturday 17 March. The
Community Links team encouraged residents from the HMR areas of Werneth and Derker to
attend this event and have their say on ‘What Oldham and its communities should be like in the
future’. There was a good ‘turn out’ form members of the Good Neighbours team and other
residents, who all said that they enjoyed the event.
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MPs hear first hand of HMR benefits

Another part of the lobbying strategy took place earlier this week, as Jack Straw, Leader of the
Commons and an MP for a HMR pathfinder constituency hosted a reception at the House of
Commons. Yvette Cooper, Housing Minister, spoke at the event and reaffirmed the Government’s
continuing commitment to the programme. The event was supported by residents, Councillors,
private sector representatives and MPs from parliamentary seats covering the nine pathfinder
areas.

Representing the Oldham Rochdale pathfinder were Alastair Graham, Rochdale resident Miriam
Ali, and Councillors Phil Harrison from Oldham and Dave Murphy from Rochdale.

HMR features in Society Guardian

The Guardian newspaper on Wednesday 14 March featured a special supplement on the work of
the nine HMR pathfinders.

Case studies from our Pathfinder featured prominently, including Selwyn Street and residents in
Derker and Werneth who have been helped into new homes.

The feature is part of a lobbying strategy that will seek to influence decision makers in
Government and elsewhere in advance of this summer’'s Comprehensive Spending Review. We
are seeking to ensure that ministers recognise the successes and future value of housing market
renewal, to guarantee that the programme continues to receive investment at the current levels.
The supplement is in the publications section of the website www.oldhamrochdalehmr.co.uk

CABE praise for Dale Mill

CABE, the government’s advisor on architecture, urban design and public space has inspected
the plans for new housing on the Dale Mill site in Rochdale, and has been very complimentary.

In a letter to Rochdale Council, design review advisor Deborah Denner wrote, ‘We are delighted
to review a development scheme in a Housing Market Renewal are that puts quality at the
forefront in terms of community needs, urban design and architecture.’

She added that the scheme could be an exemplar project that could help champion good design
in the HMR areas and be of national significance.

3. East Central Rochdale

Our Private developer partner (BASE) has secured
planning permission for work to begin on the Central
Wardleworth Site. New homes will be built on the site in
three phases and the first of these will see 8 three-
bedroom and 13 four-bedroom family homes built.

The ‘clean up’ campaign ‘Pride in Wardleworth’ saw
over 20 young people on the streets of Wardleworth
carrying out a litter pick. They worked hard in cold

conditions to gather over 30 bags of litter from the streets around Oswald St and Heybrook.

Young people’s facilities were the focus of a special meeting on Sunday 18 February. The young
people expressed their concern over the lack of suitable facilities in their local area to ward
councillors and officers — Community Development Worker Kate Arnold will help over the next few
weeks to consolidate their ideas.




Women in the East Central Rochdale Neighbourhoods attended two events where the focus was
on having fun but also engaging with the serious side of regeneration. Over 100 women attended
the events at Heybrook school and Meadowfields Community Centre. It is important that we
continue to reach all sections of the local community with our plans for regeneration.

Community Group Meetings — Residents are being elected to serve on the Wardleworth and
Hamer Group. A lively meeting on 20 February requested more information on the main schemes
and proposals for the area and a number of volunteers came forward to assist in the further
development of this group. If you wish to become involved contact Kate Arnold on 754121.

4. Derker

Ten local residents travelled to Warrington and
Manchester last month. The trips to see award-winning
homes built by Bellway and Gleeson were very
informative.

Bellway’s, Butts Green development in Warrington has
been awarded the national Building for Life silver standard
for the high design standards of its apartments, cottages,
villas and long houses. Bellway along with Gleeson are the
developers rebuilding Derker.

. i T Butts Green has also achieved the Eco-homes ‘very good’
standard because the properties have been built with materials that are less damaging to the
environment and in a way that means that they use less energy to keep warm. Gleeson’s Grove
Village development in Manchester won the MEN Best Regeneration Scheme last year for
building 650 new homes designed for a range of buyers.

Mayfield School art project

Community Links are working with Mayfield primary school and Green Monster Arts to develop an
art project for the entrances of the school. Mayfield School has an Eco status and this together
with the issues around redevelopment and housing renewal in the area will be the subjects for the
art pieces. Around 40 pupils with their parents are attending workshops to produce the art work,
which will be completed by end of March.

5. Langley
HMR team at Furrow Respect event

Jacqui Jacobs and Katie Fletcher from the Langley HMR team recently attended the 'Respect'
event at Furrow Sports Centre, following a week of activities at local schools and community
centres focusing on the theme of respect.

Organised by Bowlee Park Housing Association and involving various other agencies working on
the estate, the event was aimed at encouraging community cohesion and positive behaviour. The
event was attended by children from local schools, then later with sessions open to the wider
public. Young people from the estate also had the chance to discuss issues of concern to them.

On the HMR exhibit, Jacqui and Katie used a new computer software package called "Qwizdom"
to conduct a series of interactive quizzes on the theme of respect. Around 80 children and young
people took part in the quiz to test their understanding on the theme of respect.

Signs of improvement

A questionnaire, completed at a Neighbourhood Renewal event last month showed that 97% of
those who replied think that life in Langley is changing for the better.




6. Werneth
Caught on camera: community urged to snap ‘grot spots’ on mobile phones

Oldham residents can now use their mobile phones to tackle ‘grot spots’, in an innovative new
Council scheme.

Oldham Council is urging residents to take snaps of graffiti, fly-tipped rubbish and uncared for
open space on their camera phones, and to send them to a dedicated website:
www.tidyoldham.co.uk

Before and after photos of each grot spot will be displayed on the site, and everyone sending a
photo will receive an acknowledgement from the Council by text message, within 24 hours.

It is hoped the scheme, which is among the first in the country, will be particularly useful in HMR
neighbourhoods such as Derker and Werneth.

The scheme will run for a 12 month trial period. Residents can send photos to the website,
together with accompanying text describing the location of the ‘grot spot’, by sending an MMS
message from their mobile phone to oldham@mediaklik.co.uk Photos can also be sent by email,
using the same address.

The Council currently receives between 200 - 300 calls each month reporting fly-tipping across
the borough, and around 400 calls each year reporting graffiti.

The Pathfinder recently appointed two full-time Environmental Enforcement Officers to tackle fly-
tipping in Werneth and Derker — and are optimistic that the Council’s new scheme will help to
stamp out the problem.

7. Other intervention areas
Development in line for another award

The Coppice Urban Living development in Werneth, incorporating the Selwyn Street and Malton
Street developments, has been shortlisted for the RICS North West Awards.

We will find out whether it has been successful a the ceremony on Thursday 10 May at New
Century Hall, Manchester.

Celebrating young residents’ success

A supported housing project in Oldham can count all its young tenants in jobs, education and
training for the first time since it opened last May.

Staff at the Threshold Housing Project and their residents at Coppice celebrated the achievement,
a landmark for the scheme owned by Manchester Methodist Housing Association.

The 16 to 25-year-olds, who live in nine one-bedroom flats, have all been helped onto courses
and into jobs by staff who give them one-to-one support each week at the secure, modern
complex.

8. Next HMR Board Meeting

The next HMR Board meeting is on Thursday 26 April. The next edition of HMR Digest will be
published in the week commencing 30 April.

Circulation: This newsletter is distributed to all Oldham and Rochdale Councillors, LSP members,
MPs and HMR Board Members. It is also published on www.oldhamrochdalehmr.co.uk and on
www.oldhampartnership.org.uk

For all enquiries about this newsletter, contact Dawn Sexton, Communications Manager, HMR
Pathfinder, tel: 0161 770 3755 or email dawn.sexton@oldham.gov.uk
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